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GENERAL NoOTICES ® ALGEMENE KENNISGEWINGS

INDEPENDENT COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

NOTICE 3878 OF 2026

THE INDEPENDENT COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY OF SOUTH AFRICA
DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION BROADCASTING REGULATIONS,
2026

The Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (“the Authority”) has,
under section 4(1) (a), (b) and (d), read with section 30 (2)(c) of the Electronic
Communications Act, 2005 (Act No. 36 of 2005), made the regulations in the Schedule.

A copy of the DTTB Regulations will be made available on the Authority’s website at

www.icasa.org.za and in the Authority’s Library situated at 350 Witch-Hazel Avenue,
Eco Point Office Park, Centurion, between 09h00 and 16h00, from Monday to Friday.

e

Mothibi G. Ramusi

Chairperson
DATE: 31 /03/2026
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SCHEDULE

1. DEFINITIONS

In these Regulations, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned
in the Electronic Communications Act, 2005 (Act No. 36 of 2005) and Broadcasting
Act, 1999 (Act No. 4 of 1999) has the meaning so assigned, unless the context

specifies otherwise.

“Act” means the Electronic Communications Act, 2005 (Act No. 36 of 2005) as

amended;

“Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting” means digital broadcasting of
television services over a terrestrial electronic communications network which employs
radio frequency spectrum in the transmission of the broadcast signal and does not
include television broadcasting services transmitted over a cable electronic

communication network;

“Fourth Generation Moving Picture Experts Group” means a compression
standard adopted by the ITU”;

“High-Definition Television means DTT transmissions with a resolution of at least

1280x720 pixels, progressive format;

“Second-Generation Digital Video Broadcast Transmission standard” means
the DVB European-based Consortium standard adopted by the ITU and its radio

Regulations”;

“Multiplex” means a network of frequencies that allows multiple channels to be

carried for the provision of digital terrestrial television;

“Multiplex 1” means the frequencies! designated as "CA1; EC1; FS1; GT1; KZ1; MP1;
NC1; NC1A; NP; NP1A; and NW1” in Annexure ] (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

" the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




STAATSKOERANT, 9 APRIL 2026 No. 54474 5

“Multiplex 2" means the frequencies? designated as “"CA2; EC2; FS2; GT2; KZ2; MP2;
NC2; NC2A; NP; NP2A; and NW2"” in Annexure ] (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex 3" means the frequencies® designated as "CA3; EC3; FS3; GT3; KZ3; MP3;
NC3; NC3A; NP; NP3A; and NW3"” in Annexure ] (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex 4" means the frequencies* designated as "CA4; EC4; FS4; GT4; KZ4; MP4;
NC4; NC4A; NP; NP4A; and NW4” in Annexure J (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex 5” means the frequencies® designated as "CA5; EC5; FS5; GT5; KZ5; MP5;
NC5; NC5A; NP; NP5A; and NW5” in Annexure J (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex 6” means the frequencies® designated as "CA6; EC6; FS6; GT6; KZ6; MP6;
NC6; NC6A; NP; NP6A; and NW6"” in Annexure ] (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex 7" means the frequencies’ designated as “"CA7; EC7; FS7; GT7; KZ7; MP7;
NC7; NC7A; NP; NP7A; and NW7"” in Annexure ] (Digital Terrestrial Television SFN
Networks Post 2015) of the Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 2013 (as
amended, 2014);

“Multiplex Operator” means an ECNS licensee responsible for the establishment,

operation and maintenance of the transmission network associated with the multiplex

’the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
3 the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
4 the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
5 the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
6 the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
7 the Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz
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it operates, including the aggregation and bundling of digital programs streams

contributed by a licensed broadcasting service licensee(s);

“Phase Alternating Line - System I” means a Television colour encoding system
for the standard-definition digital video mode of analogue television system adopted
by South Africa;

“Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations” means the regulations published in
Notice No. 279 (Government Gazette No. 38641) of 30 March 2015, as amended;

and
“Standard Definition Television” means digital transmissions with a resolution of

at most 720 x 576 pixels, either interlaced/interfaced or progressive scanned

formats.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

ASO Analogue Switch Off

DTT Digital Terrestrial Television

DTTB Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting
DVB Digital Video Broadcasting

DVB-T2 - Second Generation Terrestrial Standard
EC Eastern Cape Province

EC (1) Eastern Cape Province (Parts thereof)
ECA Electronic Communications Act, 2005 (Act No. 36 of 2005)
ECNS Electronic Communications Network Service
FS Free State Province

FTA Free to Air

HD High Definition

HDTV High-Definition Television

GP Gauteng Province

KZ KwaZulu-Natal Province

Kz 1,2,3 KwaZulu-Natal Province (Parts thereof)
LP Limpopo Province

LP (1,2) Limpopo Province (Parts thereof)

MHz Mega Hertz

Mux Multiplex

MP Mpumalanga Province

MP (1) Mpumalanga Province (Parts thereof)
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MPEG-4 Moving Picture Expect Group coding and transmission of Video
Fourth generation Moving Picture Experts Group Standard

NC Northern Cape Province

NC (1,2) Northern Cape Province (Parts thereof)

NW North West Province

NW (1,2) | North West Province (Parts thereof)

PAL I Phase Alternating Line - System I

sD Standard Definition

SDTV Standard Definition Television

SFN Single Frequency Network

WC Western Cape Province
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2. PURPOSE OF THE REGULATIONS

The purpose of these Regulations is to: -

(a) allocate capacity in the DTTB multiplexes within the Frequency Band 470
to 694 MHz, comprising of seven (7) Multiplexes for the provision of DTTB
in South Africa;

(b) prescribe the conditions applicable to the allocation of capacity in a
multiplex;

(c) prescribe the procedure for the submission of applications for digital
television channels authorisation in multiplexes;

(d) prescribe the procedure for the operation of a multiplex by a Multiplex
Operator(s); and

(e) prescribe the procedure for the appointment of Signal Distributor(s).

3. FRAMEWORK FOR DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION

(1) The standard for Digital Terrestrial Television is DVB-T2 and the MPEG-4or

any advanced compression standard.

(2) The digital broadcast of terrestrial television broadcasting services must be

in SDTV mode or HDTV mode, or any future advanced version standards.

(3) Where any capacity in Muxes is allocated under these Regulations to a
television broadcasting service licensee, and the licensee does not fully utilise
that capacity for content provision within thirty-six (36) months of capacity
authorisation, the unutilised portion of the allocated capacity shall be forfeited
and reallocated by the Authority as it deems appropriate in accordance with
section 31 (9) of the ECA.

(4) The Authority will amend the radio frequency spectrum licence where

capacity has been forfeited in terms of sub-regulation (3).

(5) A television broadcasting service licensee that is allocated capacity on
Multiplex 1-6 in terms of these Regulations may use its capacity for the
provision of DTTB or other services, which the television broadcasting service
licensee is authorised to provide, in accordance with the procedures
prescribed by these Regulations.
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4. MULTIPLEX ALLOCATION

MULTIPLEX 1

(1) The Mux Allocation is done in terms of Schedule 3 of the Regulations.

(2) A Public Broadcaster that is listed in item 1 of Schedule 3 of the Regulations

may use one hundred percent (100%) of the available capacity in Multiplex
1 for DTTB of:

(a)
(b)

the Public Broadcaster’s channels; and
any other digital television channels, which the Public Broadcaster is
authorised to provide, in accordance with the procedures prescribed by

these Regulations.

MULTIPLEX 2

(3) Commercial Broadcasting Service that is listed in item 2 of Schedule 3 of the

(4)

Regulations must not exceed eighty (80%) of the available capacity in
Multiplex 2 for the DTTB of:

(a)
(b)

its television channels; and
any other digital television channels, which the Commercial
Broadcasting Service is authorised to provide, in accordance with the

procedures prescribed by these Regulations.

Terrestrial television broadcasting service licensees that are listed in items
3; 4; 5; 6; 7; and 8 of Schedule 3 of the Regulations that provides

community broadcasting services must collectively not exceed twenty

percent (20%) of the available capacity for DTTB.

MULTIPLEX 3

(5) FTA broadcasting service licensee that is listed in item 9 of Schedule 3 of

the Regulations must not exceed fifty-five per cent (55%) of the available
capacity for DTTB.
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(6)

FTA television broadcasting service licensee that is listed in item 10 of
Schedule 3 of the Regulationsmust not exceed forty-five per cent (45%) of
the available capacity for DTTB.

MULTIPLEX 4

(7)

One hundred percent (100%) of the available capacity on Multiplex 4 is
allocated to a commercial subscription broadcasting television service
licensee(s) that is listed in item 11 of Schedule 3 of the Regulations, subject
to the publication by the Authority of an Invitation to Apply for a Radio
Frequency Spectrum Licence to be issued in terms of regulation 7 of the

Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations.

MULTIPLEX 5

(8)

The Public Broadcaster listed in item 1 of Schedule 3 of the Regulations may
use one hundred percent (100%) of the available capacity in Multiplex 5 for
the DTTB of:

(a) the Public Broadcaster’s channels; and
(b) any other digital television channels, which the Public Broadcaster is
authorised to provide, in accordance with the procedures prescribed by

these Regulations.

MULTIPLEX 6

(9)

(10)

(11)

One hundred percent (100%) of capacity on Multiplex 6 is reserved for
Community Broadcasting Services to be listed in Schedule 3 of the
Regulations.

Community Terrestrial television broadcasting service licensees that are in
Mux 2 will be moved to Mux 6 once it is operational.

Subject to sub-regulation (10), the remaining twenty percent (20%) of the
allocation in Mux 2 will be allocated to FTA broadcasting service licensee that

is listed in item 9 of the Schedule 3 of the Regulations.

MULTIPLEX 7

(12)

One hundred percent (100%) of capacity on Multiplex 7 is reserved for

future innovation, wherein trials, experiments and/or demonstration can be
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(13)

(14)

(15)

undertaken in terms of regulation 40 of the Radio Frequency Spectrum

Regulations.

An application for a trial, experiment and/or demonstration in Multiplex 7
must be submitted in terms of regulation 40 (2) of the Radio Frequency

Spectrum Regulations.

Subject to sub regulation (14), a trial, experiment and/or demonstration
must only be conducted on a date(s) set and published by the Authority in

the Government Gazette.

The allocation of capacity in Multiplex 7 by the Authority will be based on
the number of trials, experiment and/or demonstration already being

conducted, the duration thereof and the capacity requested by the applicant.

5. CHANNEL AUTHORISATION PROCEDURE

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

A television broadcasting service licensee which has been assigned capacity
except a community broadcasting service, must make an application in
writing to the Authority for authorisation to broadcast a specific digital

television channel(s) on its multiplexes.

The Authority may, where it deems it necessary, invite public comments and
conduct a public hearing in relation to an application contemplated in sub-
regulation (1), particularly where the proposed channel content raises
material public interest considerations or issues relating to compliance with

content obligations.

Subject to sub-regulation (5), a television broadcasting service licensee
must not commence broadcasting a digital television channel except where
the Authority has given its written authorisation for the digital television

channel.

Within sixty (60) days of receipt of an application made in terms of sub-
regulation (1), the Authority shall issue a certificate authorising or refusing
to authorise the channel, unless if the Authority has elected to hold a public

hearing in terms of sub-regulation (2).
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(5) An application in terms of sub-regulation (1) by a television broadcasting
service licensee, which provides a free-to-air broadcasting service, must

include -

(a) the name of the proposed channel;

(b) the primary language(s) of the channel;

(c) a programming plan, including local content, where applicable;
(d) the country where the channel was packaged;

(e) the full name of the channel supplier; and

(f) any other related information as may be required by the Authority.

(6) An application in terms of sub-regulation (1) by a television broadcasting
service licensee which provides a subscription broadcasting service must
include the information stipulated in the Subscription Broadcasting
Regulations for channel approval applications.

(7) An application in terms of sub-regulation (1) that does not contain the
information that is required in terms of sub-regulations (5) and (6) shall be

considered as incomplete and will not be considered by the Authority.

(8) An engineering service channel shall be established by the common carrier
on a Multiplex with the largest coverage area, designated by the Authority,
to make available 4 Megabits per second (Mb/s) of capacity to be used by
DTT receiving equipment manufacturers and/or broadcasters to broadcast

software updates to DTT receivers.

(9) The four (4) Mb/s capacity will be allocated from the total MB/s of the
broadcast transmission prior to the calculation of capacity for allocation to
broadcasting services.

SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION
BROADCASTING SERVICES

(1) The coverage requirements for DTTB in Multiplexes will be based on the

terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee’s license conditions.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

Signal distribution services must be provided to each of the broadcasting
service licensees for DTTB by an ECNS licensee or licensees appointed in
terms of regulation 6 (8).

A television broadcasting service licensee, that cannot self-provide in terms
of section 63 of the ECA, must seek to conclude a commercial agreement

with an ECNS licensee to provide signal distribution services.

The agreement in terms of sub-regulation (3) must be submitted to the
Authority six (6) months after the commencement of these regulations, and

must include:

(a) a roll-out plan in line with the coverage targets;
(b) a technical plan consistent with the broadcast frequency plan; and

(c) tariff structure for signal distribution.

Where a terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee fails to comply
with sub-regulation (3) and (4) the Authority may publish an Invitation to
Apply to ECNS licensees, for the provision of signal distribution services to

the terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee.

A response to an Invitation to Apply in terms of sub-regulation (5) must

include:

(a) the tariff framework to be applied;

(b) a roll-out plan in line with the individual licensee’s coverage targets

(c) a technical plan consistent with the broadcast frequency plan; and

(d) the electronic communications network service licensee’s compliance
with section 62 of the Act.

After considering applications received in response to an Invitation to Apply,
published in terms of sub-regulation (5), and in the interest of procedural

fairness, the Authority may elect to take any or all of the following steps: -

(a) invite interested persons to submit written representations in relation
to application(s) received from electronic communications network
service licensees to provide signal distribution services to a terrestrial
television broadcasting service licensee within the period specified in
the notice;
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(b) allow the applicant(s) an opportunity to submit written responses to
representations received in relation to the application within the period
specified by the Authority; and/or

(c) conduct a public hearing in relation to the application.

(8) The Authority may, after considering the application(s) submitted in
response to an Invitation to Apply published in terms of sub-regulation (5),
and any other relevant information submitted, appoint an ECNS licensee to
provide signal distribution services to the terrestrial television broadcasting
service licensee in question subject to the applicable terms and conditions

contained in the issued licence.

(9) Where an ECNS licensee, appointed in terms of sub-regulation (8) receives
any government subsidy intended to subsidise the signal distribution costs
incurred by any terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee, the
appointed ECNS licensee must reduce the tariffs charged to the terrestrial
television broadcasting service licensee or licensees by the amount of the

subsidy.

MULTIPLEX OPERATOR FOR THE DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION

(1) A Multiplex Operator is responsible for the establishment, operation and
maintenance of the transmission network associated with the multiplex it
operates, including the aggregation and bundling of digital programs
streams contributed by a licensed broadcasting service licensee(s).

(2) A Multiplex Operator must provide Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting, in
particular DVB-T2, as well as mobile television.

(3) An electronic communications service network license is required to operate

a Multiplex Platform.

(4) A spectrum license is required to operate a National DTT Multiplexer and/or

a Provincial DTT Multiplexer (or part thereof).

(5) A Multiplex Operator must apply, in accordance with the Radio Frequency
Spectrum Regulations, for the assignment of the frequencies making up the

DTT Multiplex in accordance with the terrestrial television broadcasting
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(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

multiplex structure listed in Schedule 2.

Where an ECNS licensee is providing services referred to in sub-regulation
(5) during the Broadcasting Migration Dual illumination period, the licensee
may apply for an amendment of their license in accordance with the Radio

Frequency Spectrum Regulations.

An application in terms of sub-regulation (5) must be made in accordance
with regulation 6 of the Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations, that is,

“Extended Application Procedure”.

The Authority may determine, on good cause shown, that the frequency
assignments making up the DTT Multiplex may be carried out through the
“Standard Application Procedure” process in accordance with regulation 5 of

the Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations.

The duration of the radio frequency spectrum licence shall be determined in

accordance with the Radio Frequency Regulations.

8. GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

(1)

(2)

(3)

A terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee must ensure that an
Electronic Programme Guide (a schedule of forthcoming available
programmes broadcast by the licensee at defined intervals), and Electronic
Programme Information (information concerning the nature and content of
programming) are made available to consumers for the programming

broadcast on a particular channel.

A terrestrial television broadcasting service licensee may provide data
services and subject to agreement with the relevant channel provider, radio
channels using the capacity allocated to it as per regulation (4), as the case

may be, for the purpose of enhancing service to end-users.

Licensed sound broadcasters may be accommodated on the various
multiplexes, subject to a commercial agreement with the terrestrial

television broadcasters.
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(4) Terrestrial television broadcasting service licensees, upon analogues switch
off, are authorised to provide a multi-channel broadcasting service as

provided for in these Regulations.

9. PENALTIES

(1) A television broadcasting service licensee that contravenes regulations 5
(3); and 8(1) is liable for a fine not exceeding five hundred thousand rand

(R500 000) for each day that is in contravention of such provision.

(2) An ECNS licensee that contravenes regulations 6(9) is liable to a fine not
exceeding five hundred thousand rand (R500 000) for each day that an

ECNS licensee is in contravention of such provision.

10. REPEAL OF REGULATIONS
(1) The Digital Migration Regulations, 2012, and the Promotion of Diversity and
Competition on Digital Terrestrial Television Regulations, 2014, are hereby
repealed upon the publication of the Notice in the Government Gazette
pronouncing the end of the dual illumination in terms of the Broadcasting

Digital Migration Policy as amended.

11. SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

(1) The Regulations shall be called the Digital Terrestrial Television
Broadcasting Regulations, 2026 and will come into effect on a future date
to be published in the Government Gazette.

(2) Different dates may be determined by the Authority in respect of the

effective date of the different provisions of these Regulations.
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